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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER. 




frame, and would endeavor to make it presentable. That is a 
very different thing from working it up to picture piteh ; and 
no one who thinks about it, however slight his experience, will 
confound the two. 



DECORATIVE NOTES. 



No bedroom should be without, one or more screens. A 
screen between a window and a bed, not only keeps off any 
possible draught, but 
• it shades the eyes from 
too strong a light. 
For this purpose it 
must have closed 
joints and touch the 
floor. It can be draped 
to match the bed 
hangings, or the win- 
dow curtains, or it can 
be lightly embroidered 
withsprays of flowers, 
or decorated with the 
artist's brush, the 
style of decoration and 
coloring according 
with the finish and 
furnishing of the 
room. 



color loving eye. Another pair had the light bands embroid- 
ered with linen floss, and the top part was so turned as to make 
a deep fall over, edged with knotted fringe of cream white 
hammock cord. 

In the most modern houses the brass onyx and nickel and- 
irons, and the embossed firebacks need no covering, but in old 
houses there is an air of forlornity about a blackened, disused 
cavern beneath a mantelpiece. Every variety of beautification 
has been attempted by housekeepers with variable success. A 
very graceful design for the purpose consists of a bamboo frame 

on which is stretched 
canvas of the proper 
size. The canvas has 
a clouded gray back- 
ground, on which ap- 
pear two storks. In 
front of the painting, 
on one side, stands a 
jar containing growing 
palms, and over the 
corner of the frame 
on the other side is 
draped soft graceful 
folds of India silk in 
pale green and lemon 
color. 



A dkcorator may 
possess all necessary 
scientific and technical 
knowledge of his call- 
ing, his treatment of 
the brush be skillful, 
his knowledge of de- 
sign and the propor- 
tion of same be perfect, 
but the entire effect 
may be destroyed, or 
at least marred, if the 
coloring does not 
receive proper atten- 
tion. In the selection 
and arrangement of 
his colors his degree 
of taste, refinement 
and art will be seen. 
A certain shade in one 
place will appear en- 
tirely different when 
exposed and contrast- 
ed to different lights 
and surroundings, and 
the successfully decor- 
ated room receives its 
maximum amount of 
work not in labor, or 
in materials, but in 
thought and study. 




The age of sombre 
dignity is passed. 
Social functions are 
becoming more spon- 
taneous and unconventional, and whether the dining room be 
situated in the basement, or back parlor, or an extension, good 
taste dictates that it should be light, sparkling and radiant. 
As cultivation supersedes formality, original decorations and 
service daily grow in favor. 



Italian Arm Chair. Designed by F. J. Wiley. 



visions of the screen are not emphasized. 



Evert kind of 
screen should have its 
distinct purpose, and 
yet should harmonize 
with its surroundings. 
Its design and coloring 
may either give it 
special value in the 
scheme of decoration, 
or it may be made to 
serve merely as a back- 
ground or accessory. 
For instance there is 
generally one cold cor- 
ner at a dinner table, 
nearest to the window, 
or between two doors, 
and a screen is the 
only available means 
of keeping off the 
draught. To be of 
any real use it should 
be placed as near as 
possible to the table, 
thus forming a back- 
ground to the person 
it shelters. The screen 
in this case should be 
in some low tone ; dull 
orange is very useful, 
as it offers a becoming 
setting to almost any 
complexion. For a 
background screen 
figure painting is not 
desirable, the best 
effect being gained by 
full draperies of rich 
brocaded material, so 
arranged that the di- 
The woodwork should 



touch the floor, 
room. 



and should accord with the woodwork in the 



A really beautiful pair of portieres were made of blue 
denim, the body of the portieres dark blue, with bands of light 
at top and bottom, upon which were painted with oil colors, 
thinned with turpentine poppies, in all the glory of their 
splendid tones, and on the background of denim, commonplace 
as the material is, the flowers stand forth a very delight to the 



Palaces on wheels are the new Wagner cars of the great 
through trains o the New York Central. 

No other railroad in the world approaches the New York 
Central in the speed and comfort of its trains. 

World's Pair Special — favorite train for Chicago, via New 
York Central. No extra fare. 
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